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the coronvirus crisis,” said Satish Mistry, Kar-
day, Vartak Nagar police summoned Karmuse's
ement in the case registered against him. On
governor B S Koshyari. “He said he would look
was beingassaulted, | had called upmy wifeand

post. Cops are dragging her into the case.”

Ex-AG who
/e took on state
in 1974 dead

Mumbai: Former attorney
general of In-
dia Ashok De-
sai died here
early on Mon-
dayv. He was 87.
His death will
be a great loss
to lhn: lE'f:.Ell fraternity, said se-
niorlawyers, whorecalled his
original thinking, persuasive
skills and witty presence . De-
sal’s legendary court craft, ke-
en intellect, fierce detfence of
the freedom of speech, and lo-
ve for good music and books
were alsorecalled.

Desai practised in the city
till he was appointed solicitor
general in 1989 for a vear. He
Was appolin ted attorney gene-
ral in July 1996, a few years af-
ter another legal luminary
from Mumbai, Soli Sorabjee,
had been named to the post,

Desal, known as AshoKb-
hai in the fraternity, had appe-
ared in many public interest
petitions, for litigants, well
before PILjurisdiction wasre-
cognized by Supreme Court. A
constitutional law expert and
a fighter for fundamental
rights, he had taken on Maha-
rashtra government against
allotment of land at Backbay
Reclamation, appearing for
petitioner, Piloo Modi, in1974.
—Swati Deshpande
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started, commuters cou

travel by paving
Rs 6 for a comfortable ride
these air-conditioned m
buses, which were operati
in middle class colonies
well as inupmarket areas 1)
Nepeansea Road and Pedc
Road.

When the bigger buses v
re deploved to ferrv essent
workersduring the lockdov
AC minis were being used
ferry foreign nationals to t
airport, from where they to
special flights back totheir
untries, sources said. The1
niswerealsoused toferryd
tors and nurses. Now they :
tending to the poor:

Role rever
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l %eﬁ}m the Covid-19 lockdo

Pune: Firemen now have s
le responsibility tocarry ol
sanitization in the city. Tra
ned todeal with material an
equipment that extinguis
blazes, they have been put |
charge of handling ini
ammable material meant fi
storage and transportatio
and to be used for spraying.
Chief fire officer Prahla
Rahangdale told TOI: “W
have neverdonethis job bet
re. Evervone else is doin
their regular jobs but we h
ve had toswitch places. Fro
extinguishing fires, we at
now storing and handling i
flammable material and ca
rving out disinfection an
sanitizationactivities.”
Initially, they had to gr:
pple with logistical and st
rage issues and it took a fe
davs to work out a solutio




